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PART X. The British Commonwealth

Common-
wealth of
Australia.

The States,

for the readjustment of representation in the House of Commons on
the basis of the population of Canada.
The British North America (No. 2) Act, 1949, gave legislative
authority to the Parliament of Canada to amend the constitution.
The enabling provision adds the subject of constitutional amendment
to section 91 of the British North America Act, 1867, which enume-
rates the subjects within the exclusive authority of that Parliament.
There are excluded from the new power matters which are by
section 92 of the Act of 1867 exclusively assigned to the provincial
legislatures, the statutory rights and privileges of those legislatures
and governments,, matters affecting schools and the use of the English
or the French language and the existing requirements of annual
sessions and maximum duration of the life of a Parliament of Canada
(except in an emergency). Thus the position of the Provinces is still
safeguarded by the necessity of amendment of the relevant provisions
of the British North America Acts by the Parliament of the United
Kingdom. Although the request for amending legislation by custom
emanates from the Government of the Dominion in the form of
forwarding addresses from both Houses of the Dominion Parlia-
ment, prior consultation has been customary when proposed legis-
lation has affected the rights of a particular province, but not always
when all have been affected*
The Commonwealth of Australia is a federation of six self-govern-
ing States formed by the Commonwealth of Australia Constitution
Act, 1900. Executive power is vested in a Governor-General advised
by an Executive Council. In fact, the Cabinet constitutes the Execu-
tive Council; there is not as in the United Kingdom and Canada a
formal Privy Council distinct from the Cabinet* Legislative power
is vested in a Senate with an equal number of members for each State
and a House of Representatives. The Senate consists of sixty mem-
bers, ten being elected by the electors of each State. The House of
Representatives is elected on a population basis; the number of
representatives chosen by the electors of each State depends upon
the population of the State. Voting and registration are compulsory.
Thus the Senate, as in the United States, represents State rights, a
State with a small population having equal membership with a State
with a large population. In the event of a deadlock between the two
Houses, the Governor-General may, if the House of Representatives
again passes the proposed law after an interval of three months,
simultaneously dissolve both Houses, and, if after dissolution a
similar deadlock occurs, may convene a joint sitting, at which a law
may be passed by an absolute majority.
J The States all enjoy responsible government. Their constitutions,
unlike those of the Canadian Provinces, were not remodelled at the
time of federation. Executive power is vested in Governors advised